


| elE




RENa IS S4NCE; Numbor 3, Volumc 2§ wholc numbcr 9., Publishcd at irrcgul-
ar intcrvals, onc issuc for tcn ccnts, thrcc for twenty-five cats,
six for fifty ccnts and twclve for a dollar. 4ll matcerial should be
scnt to Joscph Scmenovich, 155-07 Tlst avcnuads Flushing 67, New Yorke.

 The samé applics for subscriptions, CtCeyoe I% might also bco al3ded

that articlcs arc prcfcrrcd and can bc on elmost aay sSubjccte. Fict=

ion is also uscd, Each issue usually has atb lcast onc filctlon picce,
. if room pcrmits. Room did not pormit any to Dbc uscd this issuoe. OUnc

hclpful suggcstion to you fans who think yoursclf to be anothcr  Ray
Bradbury: I prcfer wclrd prosc. Wcird prosc is very hard to writc .
Scicnee-fiction 1s also USGA se.eensomctimess Or should I say,most of
the timcs as weird prosc is hard to write, thcrcfore I scldom get any
to usc. 4s for art work, this is also uscd but scldom, I donot hava
thc paticncc to cut stencils, lct alone usc shading platcs, Gtc.,. %4
you have any drawings to gcnd me, make thom plain, make thcm simple .
41so, thorc is mo nsed to gend, along with your mS., sclf-addressed =
cnvelopese I rceclive so 1ittlc from, pardon this tirm which I must
admit is corny, "froc lancc" amatucr authors that it docsn't cost me
that much. and after all, thc author is dolng mc thc favor; ho d4oos
not rcecivc any peymcat for his ms. Oh yes, bcforc I forgeb; this 1is
the Scptembcr, 1953 lssuc. Next issuc will bc out whencver I find it
poselible, Probably in two and a half monthse
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“FORTEAN PHENOMENA¥
-By Gcorge Ta WotzCle

"PHE EaRTH IS HaUNTED," 1s the conclusion onc receives after
reading the "Books of Cherles Fort."” Showers of 1lving creatures
from the sky-happencd Too many timcs in too many placcs over " huns-
reds of ycars and was witncesed by too many diversificd pcople to ba
dismissed as imaginings. In numerous cascs sciontlsts gxamincd such
dobris from the upper 2ir, proving that tha showcrse werae invcstigat-
ed and were not mcrely Jjust Tyarnse"

‘Strange lights secn in the hcavens from timc to timc, which ph=-
enomena arcé now classed &as "piying saucer'" datas= There ig a saeret
in the sky but 1t puzzles all who axplain or try to gxplain 1t by
conventional belicfs. Then there arc the occourranccs of poltergsist
phenomena wWhich arc very closcly relatecd to the showcrs of living
creaturce and objccts from tnc skys and with them the sightings of
"ghosts" and@ "hauntecd houscse"
iy Somc of Fort's theories I acccptj others scem to have been rc-
futed as his belicf that the stars,thc sun and thé moon are dangoe wue~
ly close upon the carthe The radar ccho bounccd off the moon in re-
cent yoars rcvcals his errores Bul 1ln some other thingas Fort was &
prophet. :

one of my attempts harcin will be to convince the rcader that
moet, if not all, Fortean phenomcna are rclatcd to onc anothere The
inoxplicableg of scienece and thc causcg ==== not the bclicfs w=—e— of
guperstition will undcrlic my discussionj for to me ,"ghosts" a n @
mysterious lights 1in the sky are madc by thc samd unkaQwne ,

(The data that follows 1s mot in Fort's "Books" or has beeén
~guotcd by anyonG eglse Lo my knowledges) - .

(Sune. Jene 29, 1852). & strango spectacle scen in the night
sky over Baltlimorcs On cither side of the moon appearsed two lumin-
ous bodics rcscmbling the nuclcus of & comet; or, morc curiously,
1ikc the nebula of outcr 8pacss, They trallcd light which partially
encirclcd thc moon, grevw brighter, then fadcd away,

(Sune. Jen. 11, 1839) «This timc 1t was in Providcncc, Rhode Is-
land that the moon Was identically cneirclcd by trails of 1light from
two valls of variegatod colorse They sccmed larger than thc moon,
were at opposite sides of 14 and had comcb=11Ké tailse Time: 3aMe

They ccrtalinly werc not comats or mcéteorss.  The flying saucers
werc hara far beforc 1947. Many objcets rushing through our skles
arc not &ll mctcors, yét have been claesscd as suche

(Sun., Octe 3, 1907). Suffcern, Now Yorks Objects similar to &
huge eky rockcl swopb the sky therc and was thought to have exploded
over Lhc Rampapo Mountalns.

(London Times. S6pLe 27, 1865). stacey~-hill, Wolverton, Eng=
lands & metcar rcsembling & rockst, obscrvcd.®

(Sun. &uge 4, 1902), Pceullar lights scen in the night sky ov-
er Baltimore from vantage point in Montgomery Countye

#T should saz hecyc that all data from Thc London Times is bascd on
Charles Fort's iyotcs” for an unpublishcd book or booksjth: newstor-
ics in LT waorc lookcd.up abt thc Peabody Litrary in Raltimorc, NMd.
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There 1s a rclationship between "mctcorg" and carthquakes. My
jdea 1s vestly diffcrent from Fort's and 18 bascd on the;mslb1111;y
that the carth's magnctic ficld can bc or is wuscd as & propcllant-
for th? tropospheric $raft of somc otherworidly race(we call theilr

aft "flying sauccrs).
e Fortyhag documcntcd fallis of mecteors during carthquakas and
thought they werc chunks of a stratosphcric terrain enclreling tha
carth and shook down by scismlc shocks. My bclicf,as I have stated,
is quite diffcrent.

Howsver, somc ncw data on which to hypothosizoi

(Sune Nove 21, 1840), Baltimorc: At 1AM a sudden flash of
light in thé sky followcd by & rumbling liké thunder; thosc who saw
1t sald the flezsh came from balls of fipc.

(Baltimore~Clippor. Nove 19, 1840). Fhiladclphlas During &
thundsy storm,a slight tremor of ths ground was fclt. Secveral wite
nesscd a ball of fire rush pass a man,felt great hcat and smelt sule
phure It cxploded with a cannon 1llkc report.

(Sune Oct. 6, 1907), Baltimores 4 shower of acrolitcs over
the city at 9:55 PM. No ground tremor rcportcd bub significant is
the cxplosion of what must have begn a larzc mctcore. From accounts
of viewers both in thc city and surrounding countics the acrolites
were going at varying dircections. What more proof of an exploslon
and not aerolilfc shower nscd I give? Bubt therc is a second unusual
circumstancaes Onc brilliant ball dimmed thc markct lights whore 1t
fell atop a tin roof of a markct stall. Exploslon, followed by c¢l-
ouds of smoké. The inquisitivc climbed the roof.s No mectcorite rcs-
idue nor any scorch marks on thé roof wherc thc thlng burncd.Mstcore
itc iron is not volatile, nor vanishcs im & froth of smokc as this
one did.

I have another datum of the vanishing rcsiduc of an exploded
metcor.(Sune DGcs 6, -1894). The ship, The Urbino, ran into a térr=-
iblc storm in tho &tlantic on Novcmber 22. &t 9PM, during it,there
was a loud report in thc skye &Hn immcense ball of firc appearcd. an-
other cxplosion; thcen 1t was a mass of forkcd strcamcrs of light. &
third exploslion; scintallating particlcs sprcad ovcerywhere; large
lumps of fire fcll on the deck and vanishcd when thce astoundcd men
tried to pick them up. On Novcmbor 20 « 25 auroral didplays were
saan. Only when the carth's maguctic ficld becomes erratic docs the
aurora occuls . 8torm of wavc and air cndangcred a man made shipe
an eélcctronic storm silently lashed thie carth's magncetic field and a
ball of firc explodcd in thé air,

Therc havc been instances of phantom blasts upon the carth but
nothlng has been founds (London Times. Jane 5, 1866)s Paris, Fr-
ances Tremcndous cxplosion hcard; no signs of it discovercd., Simil-~
ar explosion heard, not long before, clschwere in the city,

(Sun. Jane 2, 1912)s Baltimorecs Mysterious blast hcard and
flet all over clty. sauthoritics considercd it 6 or 7 sticks of dye-
namite s8at off by some practlclc jokere The blast sitc was local=
izcd; a signal operator im a Rallroad tower feclt shock, hcard blast
and saw smoke ncar Druld H1ll Park and Cedar avenuc.He proccedecd to
spot wheére thc smokc had becn, found no tracece. & houscwifc in t he
sama ricighborhood sawa flash in the semcdirgction and tims of gxplosion.
411 other roports confirm this was the ccntcr of disturbance. &4 few
days later deteotivcs said dynamitc was on a raft in a strcam tharc,
But no raft was found.Secms Gxccsslive lengths to go for e mere pr -
acticls Jjoka,
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Not only phantom éxplosions but phantam earthquakes have occurp-
g% hgra in BaXtimore, The ambiguity of that remark wlll soon be clare

iad,

(Sun. Auge 11, 1884), Earthquake: fclt. in the middle Atlantic
states, Maryland includcd, But it was nct recorded on secismograph in
Baltimore. (Sune Sept. 1, 1886). Earthquake felt in Virginia, Penn~
sylvania, Ohlo, @tccys 8nd DNaryland., Again not recordad hy se¢isme— -
graph. The latter seecms to be a god with clay feete

The converse situation is equally puzzling. {Sune. &4pril 6,1901).
Baltimores residente of Roland Park section felt ground trembling.
One witncss had been through earthquakes elscwhars and knew the fsel
of this one as the real thing. The scismograph at Jonh Hopkine Unlv-
ersity was not working at the time, €0 no seismic verification was
madee

(Sune Fcbe 5, 1902)e¢ Earth tremors feit 4in Baltimore County and
on the Easterm shoree 4t Oxford, Maryland, a long report like artllle
ary notedes The tremor and report also experienced in part of Haltle
more City. (Sun. Febe 11, 1902)e The scismograph at John Hopkin's
University checked but no trace of the tremor upon 1tes Now comes the
joker, (Sun., April 26, 1902). The selsmograph at JHU records at
9830 PM, April 25, the tremors of an earthquake that occurred & waek
prior in Central Asia. Why, 1s th¢ question, 1s the JHU selsmograph
sensitive to carthquakes removed in both time and space from Baltime
oré, yst cannot record local ground trcmors? Another damning fact 1s
that the JHU seismograph felt that Aslan earthquake but Baltlmore resw-
idents did not, '

(Sun. Jane. 11, 1907), Earthquakc fclt in Baltimore County but
no recard of it on the JHU scismographe ZProfessor Recd of the Unive
ersity saild thcir secismograph was "not of a sufficicntly delicate
naturé to rccord a slight local shockseesss” What does he gall & tre:
emor from Central Asla rccorded here on April 25, 1902 eww——— g large
shock? 4nd why wasn't 1t felt by the Baltimore residents as well as
by his seismograph?

Thére is much mystery ancnt three local tremors 1n Baltlmore and
glsewhere in Maryland, felt by the inhabitants but not by the local
seismographs Only in carly Mesozolc timés was there any volcanic acte
ivity in Maryland ==——=~=~-= so that can be rulcd out as the cause of our
local tremors (forgetting for the time the enlgma of the lnsensltive
local seismograph)e. Tectonic === rock faults === appcar to bc the on~
ly otheyr agcepted scicntific explainatlons But no tectonlc faults
exist in Feryland to my knowledge. But ephecmeral, artificially induc=
6d rock faults might bc the answer, Quartz crystals contract and Gxe
pand when alternating electric currcnt passcs through them. What the
plczo=alectric properties of the rocks under our feet are I don't
know. But earth currents have been mcasured as traveling through the
garth's crust, Therec alec is an induccd ficld there by the earth's
magnetic ficlde In magnetic prospecting there occur magnetic anomal-
168 in thc earth's magnetic field which aid 1ln locating minerals.¥

If some troposphcric craft utlillzed the earth's magnetic ficld
as a propsllant(and this appears possible as the action would be akin
to an eleetric motor.)storms in that magnetic field would cause dist-
urbcd flighte In radio circuitry one lcarns that convcrsé actlions can

#gge "Terrestrial Magnetism & Electricity," cdited by J. 4, Floming,
page 113, I
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be used; s80,it is possible that the magnetic motor of a troposphaeric
craft could, if it developed troublc, causc an interaction upon. that
part of the ecarth's magnetic field it is when passing overs Lot us
say that divergance and comvergance of thc carth's magnetic lines occ~
ur there,with a resultant piczo~¢lecetric cffcot in the immcdiate cre
ust of the earth. Final result: a contraction and expansion of the
rocke and a tectonic earthquake; sometimes this tremor might oven
cause loud crackling or artillery like rcportse a
L During natural carthquakes and at sunspot helghts, the garth's

magnctism 4s affocted intcnsely. During the 'Frisco quake of 1906
there was a considcrable variatlion 1ln the sarth's magnctic intensity;
1ikewise an alternating change 1n earth currents interferrcd with a
telephone wire betwecn thore and Tcxabe¥®

(London Timese Aug.9, 1865). Sclcntists, measuring carth curr-
ents on two miles of wire,found thatduring amagnaetic storm they ware
strong enough to transmlt messagee @pone

(London Times, March 18,1906), & ship, bound for Liverpool, ox=-
pericnced an undérsca earthquaka. While it lasted, the compase card
revolved rapldlye

(Sun. April 27, 1906). The telcgraphy between Rome and Naples
was affected during the recent eruption of Vesuviuse. Apparently the
£low of lavabencath thec carth's crust affects the permability of the
sarth's magnctic ficld. In. such affcetcd areas it is my belief that
the objects classified as "flying saucers"shy away from as the energy
or propellent there is malfunctioninge. .To fly over such an area 1s
similar to 2 shipsallingdangerously close to hidden corald reefa., and
conversely,the malfunctioning of such a tropospheric craft’s magnetic
. motor could cause anomalles in the carth'e magnetic ficld at that spot

with resultant ground trcmors.

One of the most amazing of the flying sauccr stories was that wh-
ich came out of Weat Palm Beach,Florida, onec August 19, 1952. The st~
ory is too well known to repeat entirely but ccrtalin parts of it bear,
I think, new significance if comparcd with certain other data. 5 c~-
outmastey Sonny Des Vergers stumbled upon a flying saucer 1n a pale
metto forcst and some crcature in it fired a ball of fire at him,wh-
ich ball gave off sparks and rendcred Dés Vergers unconctous for a
while, And afterwards, Des Vergcrs' rcactions ware those,I malntain,
of someone shockcd by an eleectrical curreut or chargee

It is that, plus thc means of attack =~ thc ball of fire =~ wh=-
ich intcrests mee. I have collccted many ncWwspaper accounts of psople
shocked or frightcned during anelectrical storm by balls of fire that
gave off sparks.l have also rcad e€lsewhere,besides collecting myself
accounts of such sentient fire balls.

(Sun. July, 13,14, 15, 1952). A statg trooper heard reports of
a strangc light seen on acomtry road ncar Hebron,Maryland.He foun d
the light; but at all attempts to approach it, the light dimmed to a
red,Wwent out and reappeared behind him.All actions of thc thingroiun-
ted to some sort of sentience. 01ld time rcsidents claimed it had been
seen about for ycars, with just the samc antics.

4 similar phenomeéna reportcd by the AP on March 13, 1951 f{rom
Suffolk, Virginia (I don't know what paper carried it; certainly not
the local Baltimorc papers). Amystsrious light secn on a country road

*Sun, April 26, 1906 and also for Aprll 2lst.
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reportecd to the deputy sheriff. HG invcstligatcd and had similer ox-
périencc as thc Md. statc troopcr at Hcbron,

(Sune March 6, 1893), Baltimorc: & globe of firc secn over and
in the Greenmount Cemctary, and which thing's actions werc akin to the
Habron and Suffolk lights. Somctimes this light was sgen forty feot
in the aire there; at others, bobbing along ncar the ground at a care
taln distancc rcgardless of rises and falls of thc ground. In this re-
spect 1t also rcscmbles the other "light" 'phenomena, If it were a 1live
ing, senticnt thing the only way it could ==-= in all thrcc Casgs =wase
have malntained a specific distance from the carth was by a capacitivae
or alectrostatic sense perceptions '

Among the many cascs of fire balls scen in electric storms, there
arc two that bear some similarity with Sonny Dos Vargers' burning by a
firec ball from a flylng sausers The firec ball that burned him shot off
sparks which action was likewise a fcaturc of fire balls secen in elcet-
ric storms,

(Sun. A4ug, 3, 1904)., Baltimored 4an elcctrical storm; fire ball
invadcs pavilion, radiating sparks, It shocks unconcious two women th~
era; passed also by & man and his right arm and leg shockecd into paral-
ysis by it, The thing rolls out, Onc month prior (Sun. July 10) an
unusual metcor secn from Southern Maryland to aAdams County, Pa, (Sun.
Junc 16, 1908)e. S1x boys playing ncar a wirc fcnecc durling thunder st
Orm. Then a large ball of fire played up on the fence, struck a boy
and killcd hime The othcrs rcndcrcd unconcious by it,

To impute all firc balls, roaming about in an cleetrical storm, as.
sentient beings or even as "bullcts" * that fcll from a weapon aboard &
flying saucer is stretching.it a bit, But somc of them are not all che
arges of clcctrielty as claimed. The Hebron light, for one, bshavas
- 1ikc no spherical charge of atmosphcric g@lcetriclity I cver heard of,.

There are othey scercts in the sky that continue to baffle us deg-
pitec "explainations" of scicutists. &nd why do such showerps of living
crcaturcs occur? === Wwith the fall of rain. Mlragcs?

Mirages follow proved laws pf optics. When thay don't, why then
1 gyesa they are not miragecs but only scem to bss What has this to do
With flying esaucers and scnticnt firc balls? Suppose thc occupants of
Ilying saueers arc blologists; they would desirc spcelmens to examin,.
&nd when they finish wihthem, send a shower of things down upon us,.
That has happenod many timcg =w=—-= instanccs which Fort cells sclectl~-
va taleportatlion. But thc rcverse,the dredging up on the spceimens,data
is meagre on such occurranccs =—- if I am right in my supposition along
With Fort that we are being studied by interstcllar bilologlists who dump
thelr speolimens out of their flying sauccrs when through with them,

_But I was specaking of a curious mirage datum I havc.{Sun. Juns 26,
1894) ., Captain Hill's schooncr was anchorad in Elk River which is on
top of Chesapcakc Bay. At 9:30 PM hls cyc was caught by some thing in
the sky, NNE. & miragc of a ship. Obviously it was wrcckcd as it hoad =
gear and the main mast rigging was gonce What is inconsistent Withmire
agecopblics were the facts that part of the kegl, or bottom, could ba
8cen from stem to about mainmast, and that thc hull wae a purc white
ecolor, It rcmained fiftoen minutcs during which the top of the main
mast brokec off, Then this ghost sank sternmost into a eloudbank. 174
1{ 1s agrecd thc spcctre was not a miragce, What kcept it up therc? Was
it being dredged from thc bottom of our atmospherc into space by somng
outre baings?
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The things that have rained down upon us -==<= &re they the refuse
from someé outre dissecting table?

(Sun. April 24, 1843). Balplmore completely ecovered with sulp-
hurous substance after rain sLorm

Sun. May 12, 1883). Sulphurcus stuff fell in Baltimore County,

the city and in Washington, D.C. A professor declared it was pollen

carrisd on the winé from the Alleghageny Mountalns. Much of his éxX=-

. plaination is self contradietory.

(Sun. May 14, 1887)e Sulphurous stuff found after rainstorm in
Baltimore. Another professor calls it pollen. Why the associgtion
with rainfall? Why does teleportatlion occur mostly at such timesg

(Sun. Aug. 10, 1839). Elmira, New York: Showers of dry leaves
and broken, green twigs at 5 FM, Twenty~flve miles east of Elmira, ov-
ar Owego B8howered at six and seven PX the same oak, beech and maple
lsaves,

(Sun. March 5, 1880). Thousands of worms found in North Balti~
more after a ralnstorm.

(Sun. May 14, 1860)., A rain equall passed over a steam tug in
the Patapsco River, Md: then some small frogs found on the tug's
deck.

(Sun. NMay 20, 1898). When the steamer Essex docked 1in Baltimore,
a four foot, flat shark was found on the lower deck. It was conjecte
ured the propellar had tbrown it aboard, Aside from the cuts around
the body, it was still alive and actilve.

Hore are a couple of possible teleportation data but I won't ar-
gue them. (Sune. Auge. 7, 1908), Captain Olsen of the steamer §egﬂet
saw thousands of crabs at sea, 8south of Cape Henry. His gusess: a
recent storms carried them out from the Chesapeake Bays (Sun. May 30,
1906). The ship, Babcock, salled from San Francisco on November 24,
1905 for Philadelphlia, For nearly three weeks they were follovwed by &

- multitude of sharks, which is unusualy as sharks are reputed to be lme

wolves rather than a school or herd fish, The steamer had made good
headway but when the bresze fell, the mass of sharks actually becalmed
tg:m for twenty~four hours. No guess for this extraordinary number of
sharks.

Occassionally, I collect data that will not fit the hypothesis I
am bullding. Then I am forced to make someé concessions. Like 1t may
be possible that there exists telsportatlive currents occurring natural-
ly(the idea is Fort's). The disturber of my hypothesis 18 data on the
ballast that fell from the skye (Sua:. June 12, 1902). ILa Soufriere,
on St. Vincent, errupted. The schooner, Congo, was ln the harbor of
Georgetown, Barbados, one hundred miles east of it., On the following
morning the Congo'e deck wae covered with a fine,gray sand which look-
ed like mersury or lead compound. So much of 1t fell that the Congo
and the ship Lena, also in the same harbor, used the tons of it tha
landed on them for ship ballast, Despite the facts that these two sh-
ips were 100 miles eastward of the volcano and that an sastward wind
was blowing,the presence of the dust there was "explained" by a higher
attitude, countsr wind current, If that 1s so, what carried the dame
dust to Jamalca, westward of the volecano 1,200 milea?

(Sune June 13, 1902), The steameér Loulsiasna when within one hund-
red miles of Mt., Pelee, &also in the West lndies, was covered with six
inches of the same gray dust.,

(Sun., Sept. 9, 1902). The steamsr Chesapcake was ten miles SEof
Fonwick's Island lightship when 1t ran into a sea of blood red water.
A layer of Jead colored dust covered the surface formllss and when the
waves parted they looked bloody. Several bucketfuls were drawn up,each
just red, When placed in = bottle, the dust did not float but formed
a sadiment on the bottome I think it was llersuric Oxildse. Twenty-five
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mlles of ssa ware claret color before clear water passsd into it. Did
this dust hang somevwhers in the sky from the time earlisr in June when
it was vomited from Mt, Pslce or La Soufriere, until say about twe and
& half months later when it fell upon the ssa? Considering its simpls
mixture with water it could not have floated long before the Chesapsake
plovwed through it. Conclusiont it had waited in the sky for & while
before falling back, :

Perhaps the pumice, that stoned Baltimore about oné and a half
months after these wolcanic eruptions in the West Indles, likewise was
drawn and held up in the c¢louds until their time to returne.

(Baltimore Amsrican. July 22, 1902), What 1s known is that dure
ing hurricane winds that swept over the clty on July 20th, a shover of
pumlce stons halled down on one block near the water front.A few épec-
ulators thought the stone cams from the volcanos previously alluded to.

The competitor newspaper (Sun. July 23, 1902) called the Balti-
more American the victim of a mad wagjclaimed instead ths pumico ctone
came from & nelghborhood 1leather manufacturing housa. The Baltimore
American madeé in retaliatlon & very puzzling answer by saying that st-
oneé came from the roof of a furniture company in the strest bshind whe
ere they dropped. Then (Baltimore American. July 24, 190zZ) an off-
lclal of the Weather Burecau sent a sample of them to theWachmgton Bure
eau to ascertaln character and origin.What was found out dues not seem
to have been printcd. Personally; too many phenomenal things are as-
cribed to practicle Joksrs. Hers 1s one datum that assursedly will be
considersd a hoax. (Sun. August 2, 1837), "In a recent stora at Ot-
sego, New York, a shower of hen's eggs fell, as largec as nail stones." .
Sevaral wilsccracks spring to mind, W

Salt and salty water showers have becn recorded by Fort, I have
onc datum of such. (Sun. Sept. 20, 1904). After a rain storm the red
paint on Baltimore trolley cars was streaked”as iIf salt water were sp—
lashed on them," >

(Batlimorc.American, August 14, 1839). Hunterdon, Pa.s a farmer
found 1in an oat field of his countless worms, and curiously, a great
number of land turtles. No onc seen them fall ——~ but I have reason to
belleve that that is how they got there.

A8 Fort considerad blseding statues and the like as cases also of
teleportatian, in this casse of blood, I will so 4include ths Tollowing
phenomena data. (Sune. March 7, 1515). 4n ancient tombstone in & cem=
stary at Rocky Hill,Fredrick County, Md. had been blceding. The loeal
explaination was morc a Hawthorue allesorical tale The stains had app~
eared before 1870, and wers still visibls in 1915.

More arrivals of enigmas from the sky. {3un. Aug. 26, 1867) .«
An alligator lassosd iu Baltimore's harbor basiussix feet lmg and app-
roximately elghteen months ¢ld, How did 1t survive a northern winter?
Here is more of the sames (Sun, Sept. 25, 1888). An alligator., fourt-
gén inches 1n length was found in a Baltimore gutter. (Sun. Aug. 11,
1890)s Man finds ecleven and & half inch alligator in his cellar in
Baltimore. (Sun, Sept.3, 1891)e. Alligator seen in sewer several wecks
prior; when caught, msasured eélghteen lnches. Would teleportation ex-
plain the exlistence of such animals? It 1s said they cannot live the
rough ths inclemacy of the temperats zonc winterse.

Fort considers the discovery of strange mimals as creatures tele—
ported from another world. Possibly he is correct. I have a datum on
such., But first Y must preface one datum briefly with some facts, In
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the course of researching on the proecnt article I made notes of the
newstories of Gels and fishes +Hhat ot into the drinking water supply
of Baltimore, Ffifty to & hundr:d years ago, and which swam out of ep-
1gotse. Too, it occassionally happsned & person would swallow such
watary inhabitants, Therefore (Sun. Octobsr 2, 1838). the 1livirg
creature vomited by a shoemakér in Philadelphia was considered no mors
e¢xceptional, unless thec aspect of the ereaturc was considersd in which
* wige 1t was sextraordinarye. It was two inches long, with a dog-likas
head, snail body but lacking legs. Quite obvious he swallowed it in

drinking water. But biclogists know of no earthly animal of 'the like,
' Poltergeists phenomena appears to be simlilar at times to taleport-
ations from the skiese. Take the following (Sun, July 21, 1881l).: In
& south Balimtore home somcthing showeéred thc froaut floor with plns,
Fort gives data of stones, water and oll that sprinkled the inside of
of housss, mysteriouslye.

Curiously there ssem to be poltergsistic showering in the Alchem~
1eal four statces of mattcre. Watsr and solid (objects) are well knovn.
Cases of mysterious fires breaking out I considcr the flery slate,
And ag for air or gaseous state, I believe I have datum in the followe-
ing: (Sun. Decc. 26, 1911), Clouds of smoké rolled through the buil-
ding of the Westcérn Maryland Rallroad at Hillen Station, Baltimors
Rooms and hallways filled with it. Firemen searched for a half an hour
but found no fire.

An active,invisible agsnt whosc maln characteristics is visclous-
ness shows wup in much poltcrgelstic phenoména. I wonder somet imes
if such is not donc by soms presencés who want us to bs superstitilous
riddene

(Sun, October 8, 1874)., Baltimorcs A unkown rang the belle in
this housg, (Sune Octobecr 12, 1874), Five days later the mystery was
- golved. A colorcd scrvant girl sxsrcised an unkown influence over ths
Wwires which vibrated at her approachs The sams phenomena existed at
two former places where she had bcen cmployed, shc admitted. Various
experiments tried on thc wirss: unsucccssful. Membsrs of the Mary-
land Academy of Scicnces investigatcd and went away baffled.

(Sun. October 14, 1904)., Another front door bcll in Baltlmro
rang incessantly by invislblc flngcrse (Sun. March 15 & 16, 1892),
4 third such casage. Not satisficd with bell ringing this poltergeist
pulled picturcs and naills from the walls. Chinawarc thrown mysterious:
ly off cight foot shelf but miraculously unbrokcne I will note here
that preceecding data of 1living crceaturcs showercd from the sky wora
also unhurt by thcir fall, Thus herc is anothcr similarity  betwecn
teclecportations from thc open sky and poltsérgcist phenomena In closad
rooms o

(Sun., March 30, 1902)s Thc schooncr., Margret Vanc, was anchorad
in thc James Rivcer, Virginia; the captain and the mats had retired. A
rattle of glass came from thc main esalopk.Fuaring thleves, both jJumpod
up and found therc & glass pltcher and piess had fallen from tho
tablay thc glass was 8till quivcring- Back to bhede Mldnightu: a
sound 1liks a plstol shot in thcir cebin this timc awakes theme NO 6xX-
plaination. for it. They scarch the maln saloon also; the gless plitch-
er 1s now brokcn to bits.

I havc a"datum witk uproarous overtoncs; it dcpends on whether or
not you agrco with my prcscntation. (Sun, DMay 30, 1892). Baltimora:
Mr. Adams callcd thc Pollcc to solve the strange golng—ons in his homeg
Mysterious rappings In thc two back bcedrooms on thc sacond floor: Hie
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prother-ine-law c¢lalmed he was thrown out of bed by unseen handg the
previous Saturday. It is possible lire. Adams had a lwild talent,” and
¢ould command pogtergeistic forces to rid himself of an unweleomed in-
law. But Mr, Adams claimed the furniture in his room moved about the
efore,

nightkg goon ag the two policemeun left oné of the supposedly(te them)
haunted rooms, its beds and chailrs dauced about,claimed Mr, Adams. At
the same time a bottle on the mantls at the opposite end of the same
room was thrown at him and hit him, If poltergelstism is a "wild tal-
. ent." Mre. Adams® brother-in-law may too have been an adeptj but it
is nat likelye. This poltergeist showdred nails in these two rooms,al=
80,

(Sun. Dece 9, 1882). The family of a light house keepar had tr-
ouble, They lived in a house on shore opposite the Wolf %ﬁgp“Li ht in
the Chesapeake Bays At night their house was visited with mysterious
knocks and nolses; one membér of the family slapped by & hand 1in ths
dark which left a red lmprint. o unruly grew this spook that the
keeper and family had to move.

Mysterious fires I considcr as poltergeistic phenomena. Here 1s
a datum. (Sun. Sept. 17, 1887). Baltimore: On tuesday the young
dWeadish servant girl told Mrs.McCormick there was a fire on the third
floor of the house. Then early thursday following, fire broke out ame
ong rubbish in cellar, Thursday night, the linecn closet on fire. The
servant girl dismissed on Fridays Nothing was said but she seemed o
have left over a cloud of suspicions After she left, threée more fires
found in the clothes press; in a drawer on thcé third floor; and ldter
in the ehina closeb. (Sun. Scpte. 19, 1887).Somcone nameéd Hannah John=-
son committed to court,charged with setting firc to the house of MNrs.
McCormick. Was it the scrvant girl*d name? The belicf in witches gr-

. gWw partly out of such incidents where a poltergeist operated where &
a young scrvant glrl was employcd. Look back to the mysterious --
bell ringing for October 8, 1874,

Poltcrgeistic fires in a closed room and the converse teleportated
fire from the sky. (Sun. April 9, 1905). Baltimore: 4 farm hand saw
clouds of smoke coming from thc woods and ran to put out the fire he
met. He fought it alone for a while; then called a companlon to coms
and helps The friend camc, stumbiing ovcr a charred body as he ran.
Recognition of the corpsec was impossgible, The guun lying beside the
body enabled relatives to identify it. It was a boy who had gone duck
hunting early that afternoon. Déath by accidcntal discharge of hisown
gun was the findinge I supposc & gun might start a Tire,

Howaver, (Sun, April 2, 1901} a man, obviously not a tramp from
his description, found unconcious by the cmbers of a fire., From the
thighs to chest he was horribly burnéde Was not burncd about face or

%gigr part of lcgs.He dicd on the way to Baltimore to rccecive medical

The data I have gathcred on ghosts is full of humor. Whoever is
trying to frighten us has a ludicrous scnse of what eastitutes horror.
(Sun. April 8, 1878), Baltimorst & dim flickering light shone aut
the second storecy of an e¢mpty house.A crowd of five-tandred people sl-
owly gathsercd,. Thé supcrstitious claimed it was caused by a ghost
?thers sald no, 1t was ingtcad a reflcction from the gas lamps on tha
Sstreet.The gas lamps were turncd out but the light still shone in the
window. A Pollccman and a few voluntcers went in; but finding some
canvas, declared that its flapping from ths wind was thcir mysterious
light.Some unplcasantncss apparently transpircd then,bctween the pole
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jce and %the crowd who refused to move oun at his ordere One elderly
woman pounded persistently meanwhile on the door, invoking the spook
by the powers of Heaven to "come out 0f that."

Almost ldentical was the riot another hauynted house caused, (Suns
August 1, 1908). Chicago, Illinois: Five thousand people crowded to
gee the haunted house at 181 West 21st Strect. Autos and wagons and st~
rest cars were tied up by the mob's presence. Thirty police fought the
mob and made elight arrests on disorderly conduct charges,s 4t the and
of patience, police douseéd the mob with fire hose, While the polica
thus battled, detectives were after perpetrator of what they called &
hoaxe And where was the ghost?

(Sun. Nov, 14, 1898). Near Milton, Sussex County, Delsware, &
farmer claimed he was pursued by a white dog, as large as a horse, ons
night, H8 escaped into his house. only to hear strange noises on the
roofs Looking, he saw a four legged man dancing a Jig on it, later he
heard a sound as of a falling tree and the four legged man disappeared.
Other strange nolsés and white objects seen and heard about his house,
S50 he offerred his farming impliments for sale and moved, & murdeyr had
been committed a year before by Gordy who was hanged for it

(Sune March 12, 1906).The same section of Delaware farm coun
in Milton, was bothered by spooky disturbances, The state authoritiss
sent a deteotive to investigate.Property was alternately vanishing and
reappearing at the Donovan farm.Locks Were missing from the barn door,
tops from wagons found in a distant marsh. Horses and cattle would bs
gone and then return themselves in a few dayse. Strangs noises and odd
figures noted by the Donovan famlily. Donovan's son saw one spookjloade
8d up an anclent blunderblus with slugs and fired at it.Slugs found at
spot where it had stood but they had no appearance of having been. fired,

(Sune May 8, 1908). Baltimoret The secxton of the First Baptist
Church had for some time becn awsd by a man he saw in the church after °
hours, If the sexton was working downstairslol' there was this strange
eér up in the gallery,who disappsared mysteriously when the sexton hurpe
ied up to catch him, Or if the sexton was dusting in the gallery, ha
felt a creepy sensation; and looking downward saw.thc stranger in the
naves As nothing was missing from ths church and furthsr as the revore
ond had the only other key to the place, the stranger's purpose plus
his means of entrance quite confounded the sexton, Was this person mam
or ghost?The accepted identification of supernatural nature sesms best
to sult the datum,

(Suns  Novs 20, 1906), Baltimorcs (n this oclasion another mam
of mystery stalkcd about and cluded attempts to catch him. His prefore
énce was oné speciflc back yard in Hampden. &nd after onec night in the
prévious summer after he had put lu an appearance and departad,the roasw
€8 in the back yard withered and dicd,

If the human race are hauntcd by ghosts that are manufactured by
gcientific mecans by unkown beings, sometimes itvwould appear they stoop
to economical means of trying to frighten us. (Sun. July 19, 1901),
Baltimores 4 amn rushed into a policc station anad brecathlessly told of
& drowned man floating in James Falls at the Gay Strect bridgee A pol-
iceman,fdllowed by a crowd,ran to the bridge, Sure enough & pale faca
stared up from the muddy waters. The policeman started down the slde
walls but several boys rscached the bank first; and with a stick lifte
@d the object out of thc water. It was a false facee

That we arc now visited from outgr Space secms admitted by many,.
When this visitation began is véry spesculativesThe most suggestive gve
ldencs of vieitants I have found is the bizarrc garmct found by a man
grappling in the water from a Baltimore picr, (Sune 4april 22, 1887),
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; g0 ldcntified in the origle
iagé%gw:to;ysargzngngggglpsggggt%g giitggtdescription aeemstgecggsagy:
N aclve brai tton thread, two
“Tt was about one yard of clossly-braided, course co
nee ivi ) ve six inches, into shapes
E?SEZiyigegégggﬁizriggié o?ngagiaigfd‘Thg 1§¥erstices bet&eenlthe lay=-
555 of braiding were filled with very fine powders and gmallepeliiti
the size of a mustard seecd,closcly recsembling shot, but of a v rgdams_
ht substance. The outeide was palnted, evidently to keep ou P
NESB.0e0ess s ol e e
e watermen took it to the police statlon whcere 1t confounde
1awme£? Did an aura of cvil surround the object or was the pgiicg gig;
kain Just a nervous magz -~~; fgr Zﬁtgggegegei:aggturned to the bo
ov 2 harber "ag & maticr ol prec ’ .
i thA strange-garment and phantoms of men, Oft times theri are pg:3:
vom fires and phantom earthquakces and phantom cxploslonse gven. g
a case of phantom bullets, (Sun. A4pril 1, 1905) ¢ Three holes appear-
e in the glass window of a Baltimore residcncc on seperatitdayﬁgggeg:
nte Were hcard,nor were any bullets found with the small E E oG owgor
ow glass on the floore The curtain was undisturbed. The hom e e
hired a detcctive but who has cvcr caught a poltcrgeist which en y
blame for the damagc?

Most of my regaining data is hurd put to arrange 1n.%<fgg§gniigg-
vGlopment,as the phenomcnac arc ammingly_isolancd cascs of t .
Yot ecrtein motifs arc therc that help bind them togethers i

b5 I have pointcd just priorly wc have been visited on our eirt g
beings from beyond our stratosphércgand Iattribute all pOlEGP%G st an
telavortative sky showcrs as forces posscsscd by theme There 1is r6?§°?
to beiilcve,as Fort points out, that spacc c?aft has hauntcd our skics;
ard I might add, our scas., Fort has something ancnt likcw1se.q .

{Sun., July 7, 1900). Thc stcamcr, Indrani, was thirtz milcs cast-
ward off Cape Racc when a mass was sightcd in the watere. The stcamer's
crew thoucht 1t the legendcd scerpent. Suddenly a long, almest fin-like
2ttatchmsnt,rsecmbling & trollcy car pole, shot up and quivered thirty
feet in thc air. Howevar,I think 1t was Bome sort of craft as no hoad
nor tail was sceéne Also it was describced as "moving along in thﬁ watar
with & motion 1like thé rising and lowcring of a submarine boat."' To ma
that indicates a mcchanical thing and not an organic life forw. Also
the "trolley" polec could have becn somé sort of radic whip antenna,

-Among my data are other mysterics or phcnomena of the scas,that
suggest to mc magnetic anomallcs have occurrcd thcre Just as on land
from, possibly, part of the timec duc to artificlal inperference.

(Sun.Nove 1, 1908). Onc august 1, 1904 thc ship Mohican was croes
ing thc atlantic when shc was suddenly envcloped 1n a phosphcerecent cle
oud Iron chains bccame magnetized and adheéred to the deck or one an=
other as if rivited. Thc vessel and orew werc coveércd by a ficry coat:
ing. 4nd most provoking,thc compass spun around"likc an elcctric fan,
Somchow, I think, thc Mohican was cngulfed in the ficld of a magnetig
motor of a troposphcric ship of thc space vdsitors I think we are un=
knowing hosts to. The spinning of the compass necdle 18 absolutcly lid-
entical to that of a motor armature betwecn ficld coils and pheir mag:=
netisme The spinning of a compess nccdle alsc took placc during an un-=
dersca earthquake prcviously mcentioncde Seée London Timcs March 18, 18-
854 Gotting back to the Mohican: the cloud was so donse, the vaessal
could not sec¢ ahead, and Ghc cnglucs had to bec stoppcd. Aftcr a time
the phorcscent cloud liftcd and fadcd. It could ha?c bean. a matural
magnetic anomaly but I have scarchecd many scicntific books for a =age-
ond such occcurrancaGe

(Sun. Nov. 1, 1908). About 1905 the stecmship, lMcrcedes, was off
the Necwfoundland Banks when thc wholc occan bcecamc a mase oi flaues enld
balls of firc darted about thc rigging. & hcavy galc was going and Wi
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am it died down St. Elmo's fircs appearcd upon thc mast hecads. Elcct=
rostatic anomaly would bc my dcfinition of this datum, though it is &
strangc ones I hava a datum of anothcr kind of clcctrostatic anomaly
that happencd on land.

(Baltimorc Amcrican and Sun. Feb., 28, 190l1), Baltimora: About
January 28, the Maddox houschold expcricnccd disconccrting shocks whe
gncver any objccts in thc homc werc touchcd. The amplitude of the fr-
ictional clcetricity,which it secms it werc, lIncrcascd until a month
after its bcginning thc phcenomcna began to worry theém,The daughtcr omn
occasion was shockcd scvcrcly and saw two bluc flashcs of light pass
from her fingcrs to a picturc framc shc was touchinge A1l objects
were so afflietcd with this prankish clcctricity except thce wires in
the planos An to cxplain why it was discriminated against taxes my
imagination as other ccrtain objccts in that housc should mve boen pr—
oof against a static chargec whercas thc piano wircs werc mctallic and
thus c¢xccllant conductcrs, No clcctrical installations were in the
housc othcr than & wcak chcmical battcyry for the dcorbell;nduced cur=-
rents must bc rulcd oute.

The publicity of the Maddox's housc of clcetricity secms to have
prcdisposcd othcrs in the samc bloeck who out of fear of ridiculc hadn't
prcviously admittcd they too werc shockcd by this strange celecetricity
in thoir homcss (Sun, and Baltimorc Amcrican; March 1, 1901). Thesh=
ocks continucd but In diminishcd forcc in the Maddox houscj;the blight
wag shiftling its focus slightly or clsc dying. Thc Maddox housc, 2641
North Charlcsjat 2643 thc occupants had fclt shocks upon touching obe
jects in thcir housejat 2645 thc shocks had bcgan over & weck agoe. It
would appcar 2639,1f such a number cxistcd, was vacant. Anyway 2637'k
occupants suffercd light shocks from door knobs and furniturc.The man
of the housc == 2637 ~= dowtcd thc thcory that walking on dry carpcts
causcd the clilcetricitys Why, hc askcd, werc not such currents notice
ed ln his homcwecks ago and how was it that his sonrecceived a shock im
the kitchen,thc floor of which was uncarpctcd?The incvitable ¢xplain-
ation =~ a Profcssor Lambs ==~ at 2617 pontificatcd it was static clec-
tricity.Somc onc namcd William Boozs at 2605 claimcd to havé becn she
ockcd forscweral days but as hc may havc becn confoundcd with his last
namc who would havc bclicvcd him?

The strangsst part of this strangc cvent was that housces on the
opposito side of thc strect werc unaffectcd,as werc the ad joining bl-
gggs?of the accurscd row of houscsaWhy did not Profcssor Lamb explain

t

{SunsMarch 2, 1901). Thc elcetrostatic anomaly wcnt one The City,
Englnccer of Subway Commission invostigatcd and sald i% was duo to frict-
lone 48 somc of th¢ shocks werc cxncricnecd when lighting gas stoves,
thc Gas Company scant rcpair mcn who found no currcnts in thc lcad gas
pipés. Thc "Sun" thought it wam animal clcetricity. Everyonc had @
thoory,but littlc if anyscarching scicntific Invcstigation madec. Moas=
urcménts of potential in thc air of the variousafflictcd houses with em

glectrpscope o d have told somcthing but why Profcssor Lamb d
have the sgic g%%lc curiousity to trygit is mgddcningco Appgrog%lyng%

hé found a causc othcr than his thcoriticalstatic e¢loctricity,.he would
have lost facc,hc thoughte But scicntific progrcss is not made by ocme
ulating thc ostrichs,

an carth current may have passcd therc in grcat Intensity thus acee
ounting for thchigh potential gradicnt or shocks rcccivcngzt nocﬂecg—
rieity had been found circulating in thc gas pipcse A numbcr of facts
might be introduccd hcre to attempt a partial cxplaination, Humanbod=
iGs can carry a static chargcyin thc Maddox houschold & discharge lcap=
ed from thc fingcrs of an occupant to a picturc framc.That dersom nad
Plcked up a ncgativc chargcess the phenomcna was restrictcd,tie chacg
was gotten in the atmosphcrc of that onc blocke During the sircngthﬁf
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1eld near thc carth us morc intense,and 18 positive with
i?gpgigczgighg oarthe 4&nd from such ncgative charges rcsiding on tho
surface, 1lincs of foreco oxtond outward from the carth and end on morc
positlve chargce cithcr in the atmospherc or possibly in rcmotc spacce

All the timc I ponncd the above I woundcrcd about poltergciste and
tcleportation; wondcred 4f I could devisc a scicntific thcory to ox-
plain théme An astronomcr in 1947 dcviscd an cquation in which gravity
and clcetricity werc two of thc variablcs, Could not somae scicntific
tampcring with lincs of carth potcntial causc levitation,tcloportation?
But no poltergeclistlec or telcportative phcnomena happencd in the Maddox
and ncigggboring houscholds, I must put the data back, then, in my
"clectro-static anomaly" filc wherc it 1s thc lonc inhabitant, Yet I
wmay find a linkage bctwgen it and my data file on "clcctromagnctic ane
omalics" such as thc phosphoresccnt cloud that magnctized the iron che
ains and spun thc compass on the ship Mohicane My rcason for tentate-
ively consldcring it 1s bascd on a fundemcntal of clcetronic circult -
try. 4 capacitancc ean be madec to appcar as an inductance w=-= the 4drme
strong system of FM radio uscs this principles, In our casc an clcctr-
ostatlic anomaly (& capacitancc)is the conwrse of an.cloctromagnetic an~
omaly (an: inductance)s To undcrstand onc is to know thc other, The
firc ball shot at Sonny Dces Vorgcrs from a flying sauc » lookecd like and
had the effect of a similar ball of clcetrical storm origine. Both arc
forms of clcctrostatics, The flying sauccrs secm rclated to clectro-
magnetism; thcir wcapons scems of the ordcr of clcctrostatics,

What finally happencd in the Maddox housc and nclghboring oncs is
not known, (Sune. March 4, 1901), Miss Maddox acccptcd no hogwash of
"static cleetricity madc from walking on hcavry carpcts." Shc wrotc =
¥ery intclligent,public lcttcr to the Clty Enginccr and nailcd his and
Profcssor Lamb's hidcs to thc floor.

dnent clcctromagnotic anomalics I have coma across & curious one
indecd, But thcn all the datum hecrein is curious, othcrwise I would
not havc notcd ite (Sune Oct. 15, and Nove 7, 1898). The stcamship,
Mohcgan, wrccked on Octobcr 1l4th off the Lizard on thc Cornish cogatm
of Englandja hundrcd and onc livcs lostia terriblc disastor said the
paper., But thcrc was a mystcry about this wrcek, Thc captain. was moro
than familiarly aquaintcd with Cviry foot of thc Cornish coast, The
ship's onginccr dcelarcd thorc was nething wrong with the cngincek dvon
at thc moment of thc accidcnt, Thore wae no foge Somc wind and a hoavy
SWGll,Thc captain was not a drinklog man and did not pérmit it aboard,
Had onc officcr bacn saved some light may havc been thrown on the pysti=
Crys 4nd it was a néwly constructcd shipe

"The Coast Gaurd had notiecd thc strangc coursc of the vessel and
8cnt up a warning rockct that was not 8CCnelThc rocks on which thg ship
struck had only a bcll buoyes But what of tha ship's compassos? Thaoy

worc six or scven milcs north of thcir Coursc, Yct thc crcw said the
compassce had becn adjustcd a fow daye beforc and no variation found in.
them, Thc compasses scem, rcgardlcss, to be thc crux of the mattor,
Like thc statlonary clcectrostatic phenomcna in and baeeside tho Maddox
home, I wondcr if an elcctromagnotic enonaly had adhercd to the Mohcgan,
causing 1ts scvcral compasscs to bgc tcmporarally variatcd fro
male The next timec flying sauccrs arc sightcd 1t might be profitabla
to sce if any compass variation in thcir path or vicinity has ccecurrcd,

=GCorgc Te Wotzaole
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~WHAT IS A PULP MAGAZINE?-
_by—
Bob Silvecrbsrg

Fans, lately, have takcn to dividing the prozines into "pulp"and
"glick" categories, with such anomallcs as Startling Stories accupying
a nicha somswhere in between. But therc's hardly any unanimity of &h-
ought ; Redd Boggs, in a recent letter to me comménting on an article 1in
~ SPACESHIP, c¢xpressed thc opinion that magazines with trimmed edgses and
gven those in digest slze ars st1ill pulps. Let's cxamine the meaning
of the words, and find out Just what'& what.

The first "pulp”' magazines appeared toward the end of the 19th
eentury, after their prcdccessors, the dimc novels, had just about dis-
appeared., The original pulp format is about 7x10, with untrimmed cdges,
and printed on chcap papir. That, and noté this well, is the origin ol
the term "pulp." 4 pulp magazine ig NOT onc that prints a certain type
of fiction, but.oneé that uscs chcap papcre

Now, the slicks. Thcy bcgan about thc middle of the 19th centurye.
And magazinés 1n this class arc those printcd on €xpensive, coated pap=
or. Lot's keep the definitions simple and unsnarled by literary snobb=-
ism: a pulp magazine is onc printcd on chcap paper, with untrimmed ed=
gas, whilc a slick magazinc is onc printcd on high-cost glossy stocks

of coursé, connotations havcé crcpt in herc. "pPulp"  fiction has bo=-
come a stercotyps, & symbol of poor writing. John Campbell, even when
eSF was using the pulp format, probably would havc becn annoyed if anye
onc were to call his pet a "sci

scicnce pulp.”

Slick mags havc somc umplcasant connotatiouns, too, since it 1s no
sgeret that the Saturday Evoning Post, Collicr's, and others in the gre
oup known as slicks, print (and pay huge prices for) formula fiction,
conforming to a ccrtain limitced numbcr of plots.

But now: some pcople call,say, Fantasy and Scicnee Fiction a pulpe
I gucss Redd Boggs would be onc of thcse. Others aré cven further from
the truth in calling it a sllck. Lct's be clcar-hcaded over this, and
stay within thc mcanings of thc words. Fans arc ctcrnally howling about
semantics, so lat's stick to it.

A pulp magazine 18 ong printcd on chcap paper, pcriod. F&SF uses
éxponsivc, high-quality papcr. By this baslc dcfinition, 1t is not a
pulp. Furthcrmore, 1t'e not cven in the classic pulp format. 4&nd, of
course =-- but this is opinion, and not valid evidcnce --- it requircs
botter writing than thc mythical "pulp class,"

Then why is it consldcrcd a.pulp? More scmantlc confusion. SF
mags, at oné time, Werae wholly pulps. That way, scilcnee-fiction began
to be considercd a ‘pulp" filction ficld, whatcver that is, along with
mystery storics, love starics, westeérn storics, and so on. So now, by
somé weird proccss, any magazinc using fictlon that is also associated
with a pulp field becomés, by decfinition, a pulp. The same gogs for
Galaxy, aSF, and all thc other digest-sizad magazincs, which, once they
shed thc ragged edges and chcap paper of yestcrycar,bccomc by our prag-
matic definition, not-pulps.

But they're by no means "slicks," eithcr. Again, all literary con-
notations asids, a slick magazine 13 onc of largc page~size and high-

quality glossy papcr. Nonc of our digcst-sizers fit this category eith-
GI'e

Therc's bocn & little confusion hsre --=- as, for example, the timo
when Jimmy Taurasi heralded Fantastic Scicnec Fiction as a "slick" on &
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basis of its page sizc alonc,it sccms,bccausc that lowly magazine turn-
ad up with the chcapcst papcr In thc ficld,

" The qucstion, then, is clcarly answcered. Pulp magazlnes ara not
those which publish a certain typc of fiction, as somc pcople sgem to
think, but thosc which usc ccrtain typcs of format, In our ficld, Thr-
11ling Wondcr, Planct Storics, and othecrs of similar shapes arc unquoss
Torably pulps

Slick magazincs arc mcraly magazincs which usc exXpcusive papcr,sh-
iny, coated stock. Thcerc is nothing shiny about thc paper uscd in. our.
prozincs cexccpt for thc bonarfide sliick papcr uscd on a few pages ofaSF,
Wo have no slicks in our ficlé today,

Thore is a third catcgory, though, callcd, for sake of a bettar ~--
name, thc digcst-sizcrs, This is; grantcd, a poor namce, but at least it
con jureg up a plcturc of whatcvaer it‘s supposcd to indicatc, which is
all a2 name should do, (Who is rcsponsible for thc name? First I saw
of it was in a Ray Palmcr advcrhtiscment.) This third catcgory contains
all of the prozincs now using good (but not slick) paper, trimmed cdgss
and pockct size.

I submit that this 1s the only mcthod of classification that admits
no confusion, Whcn we start going by literary contcnt rathcr than app=-
earancc to dccidc the catcgorics, ws filnd that many pcoplc would ratac
Imagination and Othcr worlds as pulps, and TWS as a slick, This ig w~=-
whil2 not unjustiricd e« === obviously ridiculous. I proposc wc scrap
"glick™ as a dcfinition for the digeste-sizcd prozincg, at lecast until
Wc have a gcnulne slick in our ficld. Aftcr all, in thc minds of many,
including mysclf, a "slick™ magaziné is of no more litcrary value them.
& pulp === whcon onc Lakcs Satovaepost and such to bc slicks,

The Boggs opinion;thercfore, just docsn®t hold truc. aSF ard Gale
axy are not pulps, cven 1f thcey arc printing fiction usually 1decntificd
with the pulpg,bccausc they arc not using pulp format. Bub they arc not
slicks, eithcr, oven 1f thoy wore to begln printing the foruula fiction
usvally idcntificd with slicks. (And it sccms as if Galaxy has becn pre
inting a good dcal of so-called "slick" fiction latcly.

Let's stop and cxaminc our tcrms now and thene It's always dangore
ous to lct conccpgs as "pulp’ and "elick" get bemircd undcr a morass
of conflicting ldcas and opinionse-

«Bob Silvcrberg-

(Edltor's Notc: It should bc notcd that this articlc was writtaen before
Scicnce~Fiction Plus camc into bcing ~== it being a "slick" prozine., It
might furthcr bc noted, howcvcery that with thc latcst issue Gerneback 's
magazine has stopped using "slick" papcr and usce a hcavy stock absorb. -
ant which s8till mcans that thc scicncc=fiction ficld is out a slick,)

(4 "1ittlc" magazing)
The pricc ls fifty ccnts and is printcde. If you're a poct, or
would like to bc ong, this magazinc is idcal for you, Fictilom

is also uscd and pald for, Scnd money to Lillith Lorrainc,79-
14 266th Straect, Floral Park, Long Island, Now York
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«SCIENCE«FICTION versus FANTASY-
by
Elmer R. Kirk

To begin with, facts must bc admittcd without fiction in articlecs,
while imagination can run rampart in scicncc or wcird fictlon. Remova
the waird fiction =w==- fantasy ---w== from cithcr of these two and very
little would rcmaln,

Science~fiction is hametrung by the writcr's knowledge of the var-
jous sciencas and his mathematical education, while weird prose recog-
nizee no such barricrs. Thc imaginative boundrics of wecird-fiction arec
limitless.

Of the two classifications of storics, from a litcrary point of
vicw, WYRD fiction camc first. In fact, it is the ecarliest of all
known English Litcraturc,

The first dnglo-Saxon literaturc concerncd various northern lege
ends of BCoWa ==~=—= BcOWlf ==== a half divine hero, and the monstcr Gr-
sndel, at a time when thc ancient Spcar Dancs were without a king., It
was at thls juncture of carly English Literaturc that"a bellcf in Wyrd,
thc mighty power eontrollling thc dcstinlcs of men," was first introduce
Qd. -

Just why somec authors and mogt ==~ not all ---- fanzincs frown up~-
on 0ld man Wyrd himsclf os hard to understand, sincc without his over-
tonce of fantasy, scicncc~fiction would ncver cxlst,

Many scicncc~fiction storics beeomc mcdiocrc or rejecctcd boeausa
the author's "differcntial and intcgral calculus" slipped up on him
somewhcre along thc way. But 1imaginativec walprd-fantasy usuallyhos
nothing to do with such facts and scldom calls for cxplaination.

In Biblical history, onc of the first scicncc~fiection writcre &8¢~
cmpted to construct a ship to contain two of cach of cvcrything living
upon the facc of the carth, but hls mathcmatlical cquations and scicn=
tific air-conditioning facts fallcd him miscrably, which made thc yarn
nothing morc than a paradoxical allcgory. No small spacc~ship of the
8iz¢ mentioncd could havc posslibly hcld all thc ncecssary food and suppe
%%gsgilgt alonc two of every huge and monsicrous animal that cxisted at

; MCaseoe

The too, this aneic sclcnec W r g
ship wasnélogea u15§t1y°%o¥‘ro§ty“8ays”%38'ré?f?’%lgh€§,bﬁ%e%’néh%%zéiﬁ
of air conditioning or sanitary scwcr dispos&lesecececcscend, as 1f these
impossibillitics were not cnough, thc sclcnec writcr blologically infaors
that the seven lonc Caucasian survivors propogatcd (?) the entirecaf-
rican race. :

The point brought out hcrc is not mcant for rcliglous argucment
but rathcr to show that secicmec-fletion docs havc its limitationsand
must, of ncecssity, bear somc scmblancc %o fact, whlle wcird-fantasy
holds no such rcstriction,

BFut wcird-fantasy can bec &raccd furthcr baek then herctofore men=
tioncd, far back beyond thc stretch of modcrn man's imagination, back
past thc Spcar Dance and thc Anglo-8axon litcraturc, far back beyond
the timc of thce ancicent Grccks when their scicntific spirit rcawcke
vith thc Renalissance. Weird fantasy gocs back to thc Stonc 4ge and
thé Piltdown "dawn man,"” according to morc rcecnt anthropological dise
cecverieas “ «

Hcro at this juncturc, faects rcfutc Biblical chronology which or-
cated thc world datcd no furthcr back than 4,000 ycars before Christ,
whilc fessil ostcology, also palcothnology ~=~ thc scicncc that rclatcs
to the carlicst raccs of pcoplcs =e=we datcs back to wcll ovar & million
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ycars, Herc at thc very beginning of man weird (not sf) started its
uncanny mystcrics,

Anclcnt Greck tradition informs wus that thc anthropologicalro-
1ics of carly man, stomc excs and wcapons, callcd Ccraunia (Creck, th-
undcr), vera crginally produscd or lauanchcd by lightcning, and oxtra-
orainary powcrs werc atiributcd to thowm. Weird, isn't it? Here, tho,
is thc rantastic origin of the first wcird story about the thundzrbolt
or Geraunia., Thcsc achual sionc thundcr-bolts, hurlcd by supcrnatural
gods of "cxtraordinary pcwer," was a literal bclicf of ancicnt mans '

Thc.World Book, c¢ncyclopadia, statcs that "conturics ago the ance
icnt Grocks and Romans fclt thc mystcry and danger of lightcning and
thundcr; they belicved that thesc werc wcapons in the hands of Zcus,or
Jupitcr, greatcst of the godS-eeses" ' :

To lay crcdence to thc authenticlty of man's first truc weird ste
ory, Funk and Wagncll's Collcgc Standard Dichtionary tclles us that "tne
til tho knowlcdge of clcctricity becamc widesprcad the notion prevailed
that a solid hcatcd mass passcd along the lighting flash and burics ite
slef in thc ground." ' Thcse, thon, were thc weird stonc axes and wecapw
ons, chippcd from flint by "dawn man" and hurlcd down from thc hcavens
as thundcr-bolts,. N -

Even today, modérn man cxprcascd thc age-old saying, "4 bolt of
lightcning struck him," not knowing thc uncanny e¢xprcssion datcs back
to ancicnt man and his.stonc agc wcaponss

From thcsc historlcal facts,it can bc sccn that carly man did ine-
vent wéird and supcrnatural storics long bcforc scicnec-fiction. also, °
from thcso facts,it now appoars that thcsc mcdicval originals prcvail-
cd up untll and aftcr the timc that man discovcercd that the Bible was
crrongous in its infcrcnec that thc world is flat, (aftecr 1492), :

It might bc wecll put down herc a fow Biblical rcfcrenccs so that
Wa can undcrstand that at a much latcr datc than ancicnt man, the same
ldentical fantastic phcneomcna cxistcd,

Thc Biblc tc¢lls us, at 1 Sam, 7:10,that the lord smotc the Phille
istincs with thundcr and smittcd thcm beforc Isracl.alsc,at Ps, 18:48‘
Wo ars told that cattlc and flocks wcerc givam up to"hot thunder-bolts '
41l manncr of cvil horrors wora Inflictad upon man and bcast by the lcge
¢cndary thundcr-bolts, in ths Biblc's narration. Crudcn's Complcte Gon-
cordancG givcs Biblical rcfcrcenecs .to tcrror, dcath and destruction in
ovecr fifty wcird and fantastic instanccs,

Is it any wondcr thcn that we bocome terror-stricken, with the fear
of thc gods,whcn a thundcr-~bolt splits thc hcavcns and thwnders down to
strikc terrible vcngcance upon us=-~or its scmimythical twin, the firce
ball, to strikc chords of ancicnt and inhcrcent fcar in our astonishod
minds?

& modcrn scicnec writcr attcmpting to pcddlc thesc samsc Biblical
storice gratis to some obscurc s8f fanzinc =-- about to fold for lack of
of material -- would have thc yarmns returncd, rc jcctcds

In all duc fadrncess,it might bec well to add horc that much of the
fact inspiratlon herecin camc from rcading a book cntitlcd, The Making
of Man, 4n Outlinc of Anthology, ¢ditcd by V.F.Calvcrton and puhi-
ished by Random Housc. 4180, thc works of HeGeWclls and thosc of wilil

Durant havc had a grcat dcal of influcnec upon somc of the fachs stute
ed herein,

(concludcd on pagc 23)



